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Tuesday 2nd March 2021 
 
Dear parents, 
 
As you will be aware, the government has recently announced its plan for the 
full opening of schools from Monday March 8th 2021. As part of this each 
school has been required to carry out detailed risk assessments and then 
draw up a plan for opening. 
 
We will still continue to operate as class bubbles as we have done since 
September 2021. This means that children will continue to be with their peers. 
As is the guidance children may not cross from one bubble to another but 
adults may. Class teachers will remain with their class bubbles as outlined 
below: 
 
Eagles Bubble      Mrs Ledo and Mrs Guiness            Reception and Year 1 
 
Kestrels Bubble    Mrs Ruffle                                       Year 2 
 
Kites Bubble         Mrs Blunden                                   Year 3 and 4 
 
Falcons Bubble     Mrs Taylor                                      Year 5 and 6 
 
Guidance still stipulates social distancing of adults. As a result of being able to 
ensure this is the case in classrooms, teachers will continue where possible to 
wear face coverings in the classroom and when moving through communal 
spaces such as the hall. 
 
Early Birds will continue as normal from 8.00am. Night Owls will not resume 
until after the Easter Break, 19th April 2021, due to staff shielding. Friday 
afternoon club, 1.00pm until 3.00pm will resume as of Friday 12th March 2021.   
 
We will continue to have a one way system around the school which is spaced 
at 2m intervals. We ask parents to respect the social distancing restrictions 
whilst on the school site and to wear a face covering whilst on the school site 
at all times unless exempt. If you are choosing not to wear one then please 
inform us and we will arrange to have your child sent down to you at the end 
of the day. Please continue to enter the school site via the path leading up to 
the left hand side of the school, and enter via the gate next to the Kestrels 
classroom. Follow around the school and leave via the Falcons gate and 
down the steps, unless you have a buggy, pram or bicycle. If this is the case 
then cross the carpark and follow the arrows on the left hand side of the drive. 
 



 

The restriction of one adult per drop off and pick up will also still apply. We 
ask that you email or phone the office for any questions and queries to limit 
face to face conversations. Parents will not be allowed to enter the building 
without an appointment. Toilet facilities are not available for use. 
 
 
The Plan 
 
Bubble Times 
 

 Start Time 
Monday - 
Thursday 

Finish Time 
Monday - 
Thursday 

Start Time 
Friday 

Finish Time 
Friday 

Eagles 8.40am 3.15pm 8.30am 12.45pm 

Kestrels 8.40am 3.15pm 8.30am 12.45pm 

Kites 8.50am 3.25pm 8.45am 1.00pm 

Falcons 8.50am 3.25pm 8.45am 1.00pm 

 
Early Birds will be open from 8.00am as usual. 
Night Owls will reopen from 3.00pm until 6.00pm on Monday 19th April 
2021. 
 
Friday 
 
In agreement with Governors and ODST school will close following lunch 
on Friday. This is to allow teachers to have their statutory planning, 
preparation and assessment time without the need to lose valuable teaching 
time for children. Please see information in the table above. In order to do this 
we have increased the school day from 5hrs 10mins to 5hrs 50mins Monday 
to Thursday and 3.5hrs on Friday. Therefore the teacher contact hours have 
increased overall. We will review this ready for the Summer Term. 
 
Dropping Off 
 
Please ensure you wait patiently and use the social distance markers. If you 
have children in more than one bubble then the children will start at the time of 
the earlier bubble. For example if you have a child in the Kestrels and a child 
in Falcons both children will start at 8.40am and will finish at 3.15pm. Please 
drop your children in the order of the classes you see first. Kestrels, Eagles, 
Kites and Falcons. 
 
The children will enter straight into the classroom to their teacher. 
 
The Kestrels’ Class will enter and leave via the door leading straight into 
the classroom rather than door by the bike shed. 
 
We ask that you park your car and walk your child up to school. This 
includes allowing them to walk up on their own. Please do not drive and 
stop at the bottom of the drive. If in an emergency you need to drive to 
the bottom of the drive, and this is an exception, not a norm, then please 
exit by continuing down Dark Lane and exiting the village via Church 
Street. Do not turn around to go back out via Lampitts Green and Main 
Street. 



 

 
Picking Up 
 
 
Please follow the one way system as for drop off and use the social distancing 
markers while you are waiting. If you have a child in more than one bubble 
please collect at the earliest bubble time and from classes in the order that 
you get to them i.e. Kestrels, Eagles, Kites and then Falcons. 
 
Uniform 
 
We are asking that all children wear their school uniform on return to school 
with appropriate school shoes (no trainers) where possible. We appreciate 
that children have grown out of clothes and that non-essential shops have 
been closed and that there may be some issues in the first instance. Please 
let us know if you are experiencing any difficulties and we will endeavour to try 
and help sort things out.  
 
Lunchtime 
 
Foundation Stage, Year 1 and Year 2 will be required to have a school meal 
from The School Lunch Company as normal. You will need to order meals on 
School Money as you have done previously. We will continue to have a one 
week menu up until Easter. We will resume a three week menu cycle after the 
Easter break. If you have forgotten your password or have problems logging 
in to School Money please contact the office via email so a new link can be 
issued. 
 
Health and Safety 
 
Each bubble will continue to have its own allocated bubble toilets and 
handwashing facilities. Please ensure your child has washed their hands prior 
to coming to school. They will then wash hands on arrival, then frequently 
throughout the day and prior to going home at the end of the day. Children are 
not required to wear masks. 
 
If anyone in your household shows COVID-19 symptoms then please do 
not attend school and book a test.  Do not return to school until you 
have received your results.  If the test result is positive the person 
concerned and the household must self-isolate for 10 days. 
 
Items in School 
 

 Your child will not require a pencil case. All stationary items will be 
supplied and your child will have their own personal items. 

 A water bottle containing water only. No squash allowed.  
Please do not put water bottles in book bags. 

 Book bag 

 Packed lunch if required for KS2 children only. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Bursting Bubbles 
 
Government guidance is clear that staff can cross bubbles but children 
cannot. In the event of teacher illness we will initially cover the bubble in 
house if possible. However, in the event of prolonged absence we will need to 
use supply cover. 
 
If the bubble has to be burst due to a confirmed case we will follow the 
guidance of Public Health England. We will contact parents by text and by 
phone. Please ensure that you have updated your contact list to ensure 
messages or phone calls reach you in a timely manner. 
 
Elective Home Education 
 
Whilst the advice is that children are to return to school as of March 8th 2021 
there are parents who still do not feel that they are ready to send their 
child/ren back to school.  If you are planning to Electively Home Educate you 
must put this in writing to school. Your child will then be removed from the 
school roll.  
 
Please ensure you read the latest updated parent guidance here. 
 
 
Testing 
 
Children in Primary Schools are not required to be tested at school.   
 
On Sunday 28 February, the Department of Health and Social Care 
announced that from Monday 1 March, households with primary school, 
secondary school and college age children, including childcare and support 
bubbles, can test themselves twice every week at home as schools return 
from Monday 8 March. 
This guidance provides information on who can be tested and how you can 
get a test. 
 
 
I look forward to seeing you all on return next week.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
April Guiness 
Head Teacher 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/all-households-with-children-of-school-aged-to-get-rapid-covid-19-tests-per-person-per-week?utm_source=1%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/all-households-with-children-of-school-aged-to-get-rapid-covid-19-tests-per-person-per-week?utm_source=1%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/rapid-lateral-flow-testing-for-households-and-bubbles-of-school-pupils-and-staff?utm_source=1%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19

